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GUIDANCE WILL HOWEVER BE USED IN RESPONDING TO INDIVIDUAL 
QUERIES FROM NEWSMEN. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON YESTERDAY'S STATEMENT BY 
MELVIN LAIRD THAT THE U.S. IS REEXAMINING ITS ARMS POLICY 
TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: MR. LAIRD IS A PRIVATE CITIZEN AND CONSULTANT FOR 
READER'S DIGEST WHO DOES NOT SPEAK IN ANY WAY FOR THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT. 

Q: WHAT IS OUR ARMS POLICY TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: IN 1962 THE U.S. DECLARED A UNILATERAL EMBARGO ON THE 
SALE OF SOUTH AFRICA OF ARMS WHICH MIGHT BE USED FOR THE 
ENFORCEMENT OF APARTHEID. IN 1963 WE JOINED IN A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE EMBARGO ON THE SALE OF ALL ARMS AND MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THIS 
ACTION WAS TAKEN TO CONTRIBUTE TO A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO 
THE RACIAL PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND TO AVOID ANY 
STEPS WHICH MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL FRICTION IN 
THE AREA. 

Q: IS THE U.S., IN FACT, REVIEWING ITS POLICY? 

A: THERE IS NO REVIEW OF THIS POLICY. 

Q; WHAT IS THE USG VIEW OF SOUTH AFRICA'S ATTEMPTS AT 
DETENTE WITH BLACK AFRICA? 

A: OUR POLICY HAS BEEN TO ENCOURAGE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF 
THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

2. REFTELS BEING REPEATED. KISSINGER 
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